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EDITORS PAGE aE 


Last month I wrate about the frustration of writing editorial requests: ©. 
and getting little, or no response. It is therefore a pleasure to be able to 
record that my request for a volunteer to” compile’ an index to: Volume One of: 
Whirrakee brought a positive response. In’ less than a month; Alec Stone Paiste 
has completed a three part index, and Nancy Stone has typed it, Alec has 
arranged the index under the headings” of Author Index, General’ Index and = 
Index of Scientific names, The index is an eye opener in that it really 
brings home the wide range of information that has been included in Whirrakee, 
and the availability of the index when it is published will, in turn, 
greatly exténd the usefulness-of Whirrakee for research into the natural!) )0o 
history of the Bendigo region. Thank you, Alec and Nancy. ; 
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It was maiee a pleasure to recéive the interesting and informative letter . 
from Margaret Watts, which I have reproduced in full, ineéludine the fact 
that her copy of Whirrakee 2:(6) was faulty! (To digress briefly, if, 
anyone does receive a_ faulty copy, they can obtain a replacement by contacting” 
me). This kind of feedback ‘greatly increases the value of Whirrakee, -and’ i 
extends our knowledge of the fauna and flora of the region. Within the 
limits of my own knowledge, I-endeavour to ensure that the information, _ 
contained in articles in Whirrakee. is correct, but the ultimate responsibility 
rests with individual authors. Alert and nonledeeable readers like =) 
Margaret help to keep authors on their toes, and can prowide. additional _ 
information which was not available to them “when they prepared their 
articles, Thank you, Margaret, and I sincerely hope that other people will’ 
take note of your last senterice, and write some notes for Whirrakee, sek 
T am very short of material for next issue, so could certainly do with . 
several such contributions, . 


keke hk kk k & : 
Last month I commented on our weather extremes, and finished with the ©.» 
question "What can we expect next?", Well, we have had, the answer in the 
month since - - floods! To say the country is water-logged is almost . 
an understatement, for many areas outside those directly affected by Petit 
flooding are so wet that the soil is simply oozing with water. 


Today I took the family for a drive to Mt. Macedon, travelling ane 
back way through Sutton Grange and Metcalfe. Both the Coliban and Campaspe 
Rivers were a very impressive sight, running very strongly indeed. Just.-9) 2 
how water-logged the country around Woodend was became obvious when viewed 
from the Camels Hump. Sheets of water seemed to be gleaming everywhere one: 
looked on the basalt plains north of the range. A detour to Turpins Falls 
on the way home proved well worthwhile. The river was foaming over the falls: 
over the full face, ;even more. impressively than it was on the day of the 
Junior Field Naturalists excursion in July. While the ‘weather is so eRe, qa 
and wet it is hard to realise that in less than three months we will bé™ ; 
complaining about the heat again! All the more reason to make the most 
of the spring months. After so much rain there should be a’ particularly 
good wildflower display this. year, and, _ surely some Ese ANS 
observations for Whirrakee, 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


What a welcome experience it was to come home to our Native Garden 
after an absence of a month, especially when one saw a registration of 
three and a half inches of water in the rain-gauge, and to know that we 
have now had eight and a half inches during the two months of June and July. 
As we came up the drive, in the last week in July, we were greeted by 
the Acacia podalyriaefolia (Mount Morgan Wattle) and several Acacia 
baileyana (Cootamundra Wattle) in bloom, and also the smaller Acacia 
flexifolia, the bent leaf wattle from the Whipsitck, in full bloom. 


In flower also were a number of Grevilleas, Hakea multilineata, 
Thryptomene calycina of the Grampians, a number of Proteas and Eucalyptus 
megacornuta. E, cassia had just started to bloom. e 


The feature of our garden, Eucalyptus caesia "Silver Princess", 
the first buds of which burst into colour in the middle of June, was now 
in full bloom, with the pendulous branches and buds all frosted white 
and the large flowers a splendid red, with long- Eee tipped red stamens - 
my favourite. 


Around the Nurseries 

Late in June I made a visit to the Native Nursery at Muckleford, 
on the read between Castlemaine and Maldon. At this nursery you can _ 
walk leisurely around, and’see many natives growing on a delightfully 
landscaped hillside, where they can be seen at their full growth, shape 
and size, in a garden setting, and, if visited during their flowering 
season, in full bloom, Many native plants not obtainable SULTS: are 
propagated at this nursery. 


Digressing for a moment, I recently saw at a friends garden at Spring 
Gully a Hakea, hitherto enknown to me, It was a splendid specimen, about 
eight feet high, with the most beautiful orange-red Grevillea-like flowers. 
Actually I was inclined to say it was a grevillea, until I saw the seed 
capsules, which definitely declared it to be a Hakea,. 

My friend had obtained seeds some years ago when on a visit to the Geraldton 
area in Western Australia. This specimen had Seen and flowered well . 

in this area, but what was its name? — 

I am happy to say that I was able to have it identified by Mr. Geoff Sitch, 
and, what was more important, I was able to obtain a healthy young ee 

It is Hakea pyconeura, 


Other interesting plants at Geoff's nursery included Acacia sclerophylla 
the Hard Leaf Wattle, which is a local variety and grows well in the 
garden situation. It is somewhat similar in appearance to the Varnish Wattle. 
Good specimens of the Hard Leaf Wattle may be seen growing naturally 
along the highway between Elmore and Rochester. 
I was also delighted to see the large variety of varied coloured 
Leschenaultia's in flower, ranging from red, orange and yellow to that 
beautiful blue we know so well, all excellent plants for the rock garden 
or sand mound. 
Of interest also is the ‘method Geoff used to grow and flower Clianthus 
formosa, Sturts Desert Pea, and the following are his recommendations. 
A load of good clean sand is spread so that there is a depth of from 
eighteen inches to two feet in the middle of the mouné, and a light dressing 
of blood and bone worked in. The seedlings are planted out after the frosts 
are finished. The plants are given adequate water during the hot weather. 
This sand mound can be retained and planted with other Western Australian 
sand lovers, and as such could become a feature in the Native Garden. 


KINGFISHERS 
BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
BERDS OF THE NIGHT SUBJECT JUNE 1981 
compiled by Bill Flentje. 
As the Kookaburra had previously been discussed as a separate subject, 


the discussion referred to the following species which occur in the 
Bendigo District... © pair eas ' 


Sacred Kingfisher ~ Halcyon sancta | - 
Red=-backed Kingfisher  . Halcyon pyrrhopygia 
Azure Kingfisher _. Ceyx azureus 


The Kingfishers belong to the Family Aleedinidae which contains 90 species 
throughout the world, and 10 in Australia, ~ 


Appearance: betsy : 

the Sacred Kingfisher is about 8.5 inches long, mostly turquoise blue 
above, a small tan patch in front of the eye, a black band from eye to 
eye, above a white collar round the neck, white throat, and white or buff 
abdomen. The female is slightly larger, duller and more green in colour. 


The Red-backed Kingfisher is similar in size and plumage colour to the 
Sacred Kingfisher. The main visible differences are the reddish-brown 
colour on the back and rump, the crown is streaked white and greyish-green, 
and the throat and abdomen are noticeably whiter, The female has a duller 
and more greyish plumage. 


The Azure Kingfisher being approx. 7 inches long is smaller than the other 
two species. Its plumage is a bright, deep blue above, throat white or buff, 
becoming reddish-brcown on the abdomen. The tail is very short, blue above, 
dark below. A white or buff small patch occurs on the side of the neck, 

feet are orange-red and the bill is black. spt 


Calis HES i , : 

Sacred Kingfisher. The usual call is a loud four syllable Kek-kek-kek-kek; 
but sometimes five syllables or only three syllables. During courting, a 
noisy purring and chattering are often heard. Juvenile birds in the nest 
maintain a constant harsh peevish grating call. Both male and female call. 


Red-backed Kingfisher repeats a short, penetrating, mournful whistle, at 
frequent intervals, for long periods, while perched at a suitable vantage ~ 
point watching for possible food movement on the ground. It also has noisy 
mating calls. ; 


Azure Kingfisher Usually two or three, sometimes single, short, high 
pitched whistles, generally in flight, but especially when disturbed. 


Both sexes call. 


Breeding =." a peas 

The Sacred Kingfisher is a migrant, arriving in the Bendigo District in 
September or October. Breeding usually begins in October, and may extend 
to February. Two broods are usually raised each season, The nest may be 
at the end of a tunnel drilled into the bank of a stream, a mining sand 
or mullock heap, old mine shaft, or a hollow limb, or trunk of a tree. 
The nest chamber is un-lined, The smooth white eggs are oval to almost 
round and the clutch from three to five, occasionally six. Both male and 
female birds excavate the nest tunnel, incubate the eggs and feed the 
young. To begin the nest tunnel, the birds fly at the site and dig the 
point of the beak into the wood or the earth as the case may be. 


5. 
KINGFISHERS - Bendigo Bird Observers Group discussion continued. 


As the young birds grow and are able to move about, they excrete out of 
the entrance to the nest burrow, and an accumulation of whitewash below 
the entrance hole, and on the ground, betrays the presence of the birds. 
The sound of the young birds is also evident from the nest in the tunnel. 
The parent birds usually call from a convenient perch before visiting 
the nest when they return with food, evidently to call the young to the 
entrance ready to be fed. However in the earlier stage of brocding the 
parents enter the tunnel to feed the young in the nest. 

Observations have shown that the same nest burrows are used by paca 
Kingfishers in successive years, presumably by the same birds, Apso 
this has not been proved. . 

Sometimes old Pardalote and Rainbow bird nests have been enlarged and used 
by Sacred Kingfishers for nesting, 


The Red-backed Kingfisher is a rare or occasional migrant to the Bendigo 
area, and has not been known to breed in this territory. 


The Azure Kingfisher is an uncommon resident, being confined to the _ 
vicinity of rivers and streams, It is believed to breed from September to 
January and may raise two broods during the season. It usually drills a ~ 
tunnel into the bank of a river or stream, and enlarges the end of the 
tunnel into a nest chamber, where the five or six white eggs are laid 

and incubated, Both male and female birds construct the nest tunnel, 

share the incubation of the eggs and feed the young. Incubation takes 
about three weeks. 


Food 

Food of Kingfishers zenerailys consists of lizards, small skinks, grasshoppers , 
locusts, beetles, shrimps, yabbies, small fish, frogs and tadpoles. 

The Azure Kingfisher inhabits mainly the iearatalegn and Campaspe rivers, but 

is not common. It has also been seen occasionally along Axe Creek. 

Its dict would consist more of fish.than the Sacred and Red-backed 
Kingfishers, which are often found in drier country remote from waters 
containing fish, and the land animals ane insects would be their main food. 


General 

The Sacred Kingfisher is by far the most common of the three Kingfishers 
under discussion to be found in the Bendigo District. All three Kingfishers 
usually perch on suitable tree vantage points, for long periods, almost 
motionless, but occasionally bobbing their heads up and down, while they 
watch for movement, on the ground or in the water, indicating suitable 
food. The Azure Kingfisher usually perches above water, than dives 
suddenly right under water to catch fish. It is very fast and elusive. 

The Sacred Kingfisher also has favourite perch trees, as it watches for 
movement on the ground, when it swoops and seizes the prey in its large 
bill. The birds often call from their. favourite perching positions. 

Along the Murray River, Sacred and Azure Kingfishers are sometimes found 

in the same territory, and nesting in close proximity. 

Territories seem to vary in size in accordance with availability of neeeins 
sites. Along the Murray river where suitable hollow trees are more common, 
three or four pairs of birds may be seen in every half mile along the river. 
Locally, it appears that the female Sacred Kingfisher has more buff colour 
on the svelovae than the male bird. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Margaret A Watts, 
P.O. Box 2, 
Inglewood. 3517 
_ 14/7/81. 
Editor "Whirrakee" y 


Dear Eric, , 
Reading Tom Patullos's. article "In a Native Garden" in the suly 
"Whirrakee" which arrived today, and incidentally, Pages 5 & 6 are missing © 
from our copy, reminded me that over twenty vears ago I purchased a Grevillea 
banksii forsteri (Red form). from Schubert's Nursery in Noble Park, Melbouwne, 
for ‘my sister, Mrs Barbara Salter. She grew it most successfully in her 
Black Rock garden and later acquired the white form. Both plants were a 
beautiful sight when in Flower. mS 


We lived in Kyogle, northern N. Ss. Wes for a copie of years before 
returning to Victoria to live in Inglewood, and while up there, succeeded 
in raising a number of Grevillea banksii forsteri from seed and having them 
flower within twelve months, They and "Robyn Gordon'', were our most 
successful grevilleas. ~ 


‘Further to the notes on White-fronted honeyeaters, also in July 
"Whirrakee’, I am pleased to report that my husband, Fred, and I found the 
nest of a White=fronted honeyeater yesterday, July 13th, in bush between 
Inglewood and Kingower. It contained one egg. About a mile or so from 
this spot we found another group of these honeyeaters, singing beautifully, 
and a small fluttering young one which had apparently not long left the nest. 
May I point out that at least one pair of these birds nested in mallee 
serub near Inglewood reservoir several years ago, I think 1976, and were 
photographed by Mr, Ian Wemyss of Bendigo. This is just to correct the 
statement that Wychitella was the nearest known nesting point to Bendigo. 


In the "Errata" note re Billardiera scandens it is stated that it 
occurs in Western Australia. This State and the Northern Territory are the 
only States where it does not occur. It is quite common in southern 
Victoria, particularly in the heathlands. 


For those lucky folk who may be thinking of travelling north next 
winter, I would suggest visiting some of the coastal heathlands and forests 
of northern N.S.W. The following extracts from a letter written by my 
sister, Mrs Barbara Salter, after a visit at the beginning of June, 1981, 
may whet their appetites. - 


"On 2nd. June off we went in the Shien 5” down the Pacific enter to. 
Coldstream, then across (through Cattle Egret country) to Pilar Valley and 
on to Lake Hiawatha. Drove down towards Diggers Camp, stopping at a 
particularly fine patch of heathland. Far as the eye could see, Banksia 
serrata, asplenifolia and ericifolia in full flower, and seething with 
Tawny-crowned, White-cheeked and Brown honeyeaters, Spinebills, Noisy 
Friarbirds and Little Wattlebirds. Flowers excellent - Christmas bells, 
Flannel flowers, Woolsia (bright mauve, hugé, epacris-type bells only more . 
open), Tetratheca, Pimelea, Hibbertia, Gompholobiums large and small, 
plus many other peas, Ricinocarpus, pink and white heaths, Leucopogons 
and others I forget. Came back to the Candole Forest to camp on the little 
forest road in tall trees. Flowers wonderful, Lambertia formosa flowering 
in masses, Banksia spinulosa bright golden candlesticks, B.asplenifolia, 
Lobelia, Lomatia, etc. 


W 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR continued. 


Scarlet, Blue-faced, White-throated, White-naped, Yellow-faced honeyeaters. 
Noisy friarbirds, Noisy miners, Spinebills, Brown honeyeaters, Little, 
Rainbow and Scaly-breasted Lorikeets. Mobs of them. Such a racket. Plenty 
of other birds, Huge ancient gnarly trees, living and dead, full of spouts 
and holes - wonderful to be in such an UNMANAGED forest. Many eucalypts, 
plus angophoras, tristanias, casuarinas and wet forest species. 

I expected some nocturnals but heard only Owlet Nightjar, plus a nightlong 
racket of Gliders, presumably Greater, as they made a mighty racket, 
screaming and screeching. This was a perfect camp, no cars or people, 

just birds, i ' 


From here we drove to Bundjalung National Park by the Evans River. 
The heathland there was a mass of flowers, banksias and Eucalyptus robusta 
in bloom. Drove into the camping area by the little mangrove creek and Oh! 
what a racket - hundreds of noisy friars and rainbow lorikeets ealling and 
racing around like maniacs - reckon I've never been in a noisier (bird-call) 
place, Melaleuca quinquinervias were still flowering well, the main 
attraction I think, I was just so happy. Mangrove and white-throated warblers, 
Rufous and Golden whistlers, Rainbow-birds, Thrushes, Whipbirds, Pardalotes 
(Black-headed nesting in creek bank), flock of a dozen Topknot Pigeons, and 
three Glossy Black Cockatoos who happily and noisily CRACKED and CRUNCHED 
casuarina cones, not minding the cbserver standing close-by, uttering soft 
creaky calls (them, not me!). Nice walks on little winding tracks through 
ancient forest, and swampy flats, and along creek and river. 
Weather still. perfect, calm and mild and sunny." 


‘A map called in pre-metric day "100 Miles Around Grafton" shows all 
the places mentioned above and many more, and is a must for anyone 
holidaying in the area. 


With best wishes for the continuance of 'Whirrakee'" and commendation 
on your excellent work as Editor. I do hope a few others will take the 
trouble to sit down and write some notes for you. 


Yours sincerely, 


Margaret A. Watts. 


GEM CLUB EXHIBITION 


See "Natures Hidden Treasures" revealed in all their beauty at the 
Bendigo Gem Club exhibition of Gemstones, minerals and jewellery in the 
City Hall, Lyttleton Terrace on Saturday, 12th Sept. - 12 noon to 10 PM 
and Sunday 13th Sept. - 10 AM to 5 PM. 


Demonstrations include glass blowing, pottery, painting, jewellery 
making, copper enamelling etc. Light refreshments, home-made cakes and 
sandwiches available at all times. 


Each adult entry ticket entitles you to a free gemstone to make into 
jewellery while you wait. Admission - Adults $1.00, Family $2.00, | 
Students and Pensioners 50c each. 


vo te ke te ke ek ek ok ok 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Next meeting. Thursday 20th August 1981. 


Venue Ian and Carol Fenselau's, Buckland Street, White Hills. 


8. 
BIRD ‘NOTES FOR JUNE 


Notes and Observations from the meeting of the Bird Observers CrOUP on 
Friday July lst. 


Several observations cf birds of prey were to hand, most of the species 
sighted being rather uncommon in our district. ‘They were as follows :~ 


Whistling Kite. One bird observed at Baglehawk on July lst. At one time 
fairly common, this bird has gradually decreased in numbers in our district, 
over quite a number of years past, and can now no longer be regarded as 
common. 


Another uncommon species seen at Kennington on 25th June was the 
Collared Sparrow Hawk. This bird was chasing Sparrows over low shrubs in 
the suburban area. Sparrow Hawks greatly resemble both in colouration 
and size. the male Brown Goshawk sand it needs a very experienced observer 
to distinguish between these two. 


From further afield at Moliagul came the report of a white Goshawk 
seen in June. This bird is now AS as the white form of the mathey 
uncommon Grey Goshawk. 


It was very pleasing to pean a report of Regent Honeyeaters which 
were seen at Rheola on 5th June. A pair of birds were feeding in yellow gum 
trees in a house yard and were seen often enough to suspect they may have 
intentions of nesting in the area. 


A report from north of Huntly in mid June was of a £lock of 15 Pied 
Currawongs, which appear to be in greater numbers in our district, during 
this winter. Also from the same area, some 500 Corellas were reported 
and thought to be the Little Corella species. 


It would also appear that the Cattle Egret has increased in numbers 
in central anc southern Victoria. Three reports were to hand. Between 
Warrnambool and Port Fairy during the June long week-end, 25 to 30 birds 
were seen. A small flock was also reported from Dandenong on 28th June, 
where one of the birds was seen standing on the back of a cow. 
A report from Geelong of 30 Cattle Egrets seen out to sea seems to support 
the theory that this species may have migrated to Australia by natural means, 
sometime in the past. 


. 
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THE CHESIL BEACH 
by Arthur Ebdon — 


On the South coast of England there is an 18 mile stretch of coast 
called the Chesil Beach, where the waves and currents have created huge 
mounds of waterworn stones. These areas have been proclaimed by the National 
Trust. On the section I inspected, the mounds were 30 to 40 feet high, and 
extended for a mile or two on either side. Cliffs break the mounds, but, 
where ever there is a beach, the great mounds of stones have been deposited: 
Over the countless years the stones have all been worn smooth, and some 
have developed a highly polished surface. The action of: the currents has 
caused the larger sized stones to be grouped together, and as one proceeds 
west the stones appear to be graded, smaller and smaller. 

The rock of this locality is a dark red-brown type of conglomerate. 


In the City of Exeter can be seen ancient walls and buildings which 
have been built with blocks cemented together with a mortar of lime and ~ 
red sand derived from this conglomerate, and the buildings appear to have 
one-piece blocks for walls! 


No doubt the action of the waves has dislodged the stones from the 
conglomerate and has caused the edges to be worn smooth and rounded. 


9. 
THE CHESIL BEACH continued. 


I have viewed the huge sand ridges on the coast at Eucla, and from 
a distance, the Chesil Beach ridges appear to be sand ridges, just like them. 
On saysreenraitie them closer, one must marvel about the force and action of 
the waves, 
Quoting from a travellers guide, the Chesil Beach is aaeenived as follows:- 


"Chesil Beach, 

From the resort of Lyme Regis on the Dorset Coast are massive cliffs for 
several miles, and then a long ridge of clay and pebbles called Chesil Bank 
which runs to the "Isle" of Portland, famous for its stone. 

Chesil Beach is a natural sea wall of graded shingle, approx. 18 miles in 
length and 35°feet high’ in places. It is separated from the mainland by a 
sheltered brackish lagoon known as The. Fleet, which isa wintering place 
for many sea birds, 

Storms and powerful currents have swept the pebbles from along the Dorset 
and Devon coast and piled them on the bank, The pebbles increase in size 
as they go eastward, and their colour changes from grey to brown-yellow. 
Local sailors, who tand on any. stretch of it, can Beak where they are by 
the size of the pebbles. 

The shingle makes an excellent area for beachcombing for the sea has in 
its time offered up such rarities as whales and Spanish galleons." 
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THE CHEDDAR GORGE 
by Arthur Ebdon. 


One wit visit the Cheddar Bonet: in England to really appreciate the 
magnitude of this National Trust Area. The area is generally composed of 
limestone and I can imagine that in the past a big upheaval occurred, which 
uplifted and split open the ground. The gorge is over a mile long, and when 
one travels to the centre the cliffs get higher and higher, reaching up to 
400 feet high. An asphalt road has been constructed through the zig-zag 
shaped gorge. Vegetation which clings to the cliff faces presents a fine 
picture. There are numerous caves where five displays of stalactites and 
stalagmites occur, Along the bottom of the cliffs, water seepes out and 
is channelled down to basins, and after going through systems of filters, 
enters a pipe line through which it is conveyed to the city of Bristol 
water supply system. 

Quoting the guide bcok, the gorge is described as follows :~ 


Cheddar Gorge a 

The area around Cheddar in the Mendips, 8 miles North eae of Wells is 
famous for at least two items, and attracts thousands of visitors annually. 
One item is the local product - Cheddar Cheese, and the breathtaking views - 
of the Cheddar Gorge. is the other major attraction. 


The top of the Gorge is 450 to 500 feet high and a road winds down Bout 
the towering rocks and vertical limestone cliffs. The area is riddled with 
pet holes and caves which are famous: for the Sv Sea ay shaped SG HERIGHE Hels 
and SuBMae Sok which glow in rich colours, 


There is a fascinating. juiseum with Paleolithic: remains, an almost complete 
skeleton, flints and engraved stonés. Paleolithic man davad here up to 
12,000 years AZO, “and remains in the oa of EUSSESS ENS ae tools have been 
found." 


alee 


MORE WHIPSTICK CORRESPONDENCE ~ 


The following copy of a letter from the Conservation Council of Victoria 
to the Premier , concerning the Whipstick, was received at the July Committee 
meeting, and is FASTEST for Be information of members. 


The Premier, 
Parliament House, Melbourne 3902 


Dear Sir, 
Re Final Raciiewaakiene of the ew’ Conservation Council 
for North-Central Study Area. 


As you are. rons, aware, the Conservation Council of Victoria was eexecenalan 
disappointed with the me commendations quoted above. 


There are many areas within North-Central Victoria deserving far better 
protection than has been recommended by the L.C.C. 


The most notable area is the 'Whipstick' region. 


At the last full Council meeting of the Conservation Council of Victoria two ~ 
motions were passed which ask you, and your colleagues in Government, to 
reject the splitting up of the Whipstick grea to different management 
authorities. 


The full Council believes that the only long term option available for 
protecting the Whipstick area is that one management authority runs the 
entire area. The L.C.C. recommendation of different management authorities 
for different areas makes no biological sense whatsoever. 


If there is to be one management authority and the area is being conserved 
for its natural features the Council believes the National Parks Service 
should manage the area. 


With this major modification the Conservation Council of Victoria asks 
your Govenment to pass the North Central recommendation in the next session 
of Parliament. 


4 Yours faithfully, 


Geoff Wescott. 
Director Conservation Council 
of Witctonias 
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NEW HELMETED HO NEYEATER HABITAT PRESERVED 


The Helmeted Honeyeater is Victoria's sole endemic bird species and one of 
the rarest localized birds in Australia. - ; 
Until recently, the only known occurrence was a group of colonies near 
Yellingbo, totalling about 100 individuals. However, in Dec, 1978, a new 
colony of about 10 birds was found on Cardinia Creek not far from the 
Cardinia-Frankston pipeline (completed in April 1981). The colony inhabits 

a small area of creek frontage and a swamp on adjacent farming land. ' 

f& Zoology Ph.D, student, Mr.John Woinarski from Monash Univ., had been 
studying the colony, and the State R. € W.S. Comm. co-operated with him and 
local conservationists during construction of the pipeline.to preserve the 
environment for the birds and ensure the survival of this. independent colony. 
The Commission chose a route for the pipeline that did not disturb the 
habitat and suspended works in the immediate area during the breeding season. 
The Helmeted Honeyeater was proclaimed a faunal emblem of the State of Vic. 
in March 1971. 


(This article appeared in the June 1981 issue of the S.R. & W.S. Comm. 
journal AQUA, and has been submitted by Graham Hill.) 
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COACH CAMPING SAFARIS FOR NATURALISTS 


Tan McCann (29 Crowlands Rd.,. Stawell) has sent the following letter, which 
is reproduced for the information of members, 


"As foreshadowed in my letter of 30th May, 1981, the proposed 15 day 
Lamington National Park Campout has been cancelled. 


Notwithstanding itinerary alterations necessitated by elpoding in Western 
Queensland, the 35 naturalists from eight clubs who took part in the 23 day 
northern Australia Safari last month enjoyed a memorable experience. Party 
members included a number with wide knowledge and a range of expertise 

and talents which were willingly shared and made the safari from the 
natural history point of view, extremely rewarding. A further twelve 
naturalists will head north on 5th September. 


The 1982 programme has been well received and bookings for all three safaris 
are coming in, Please note that bookings for the Tasmanian eum close on 
31st October next. : 


CLiff Beauglehale is making good progress in preparing the plant lists for. 
the remaining Land Conservation Council study areas. The commission earned 
from these naturalist safaris will assist to ensure there is no delay in 
their came eee 


HOR Re oS EK ee ve 
W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT REMINDERS 


1. August 1981 Campout at Bambra, hosted by Colac F.N.C. 


Fri, 28th, Evening - arrival and refreshment. 
Sat. 29th AM Inspection of bushland and swamp around . camp site. 
2 PM Excursion to Angahook Forest Park. : 
6.390 PM W.V.F.N.C.A. Meeting. 
Sun. 30th. ie AM Full day excursion to Grey River Road reserve and 
. Lorne Forest Park, 


Maps of eres of camp site at Bambra have heen supplied, 
See Whirrakee Vol, 2 (5) for details of accommodation. 


2. Campout at Donald, 17-18th October 1981. 
See Whirrakee Vol, 2 (5) for details of accommodation. 
Full programme details not yet available, but first excursion starts 
at 1 PM on the Saturday. 


eke ke kk eR 
MARYBOROUGH FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 30th ANNIVERSARY 


Members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club and other neighbouring clubs 
are invited to join with Maryborough F.N.C. for their special 30th Anniversary 
Meeting, on Monday, BED 7th, at 7,30 PM, in the Maryborough High choad 
Library. 
Programme: History of Maryborough F.N.C. by Miss E. Thompson. 
.. Slides of excursions over the years. 
Supper. 


12. 


COMMITTEE REPORT 


Summary of main items of business from meeting 27th. July. 


6. 


The Friends of the National Museum of Victoria have requested that 
the club provide a leader for their Whipstick tour on Sunday 20th.Sept. 


The excursion to the Dalvenong Flora Reserve is to be changed from 
Sunday Oct. 18th, to the following weekend, due to a clash with the 
W.V.F.N. Clubs Resaciation at Donald. The camp at Stuart Mit may be 
booked for the weekend if enough people are interested. 


Arrangements are being made to hold a camp for the weekend preceding 
Bendigo Picnic Day holiday. See details this issue. 


The Junior Field Naturalists excursion on Sunday 1st Nov. (Noel 
Ruedin - bird song) is to be moved ahead two weeks to Sunday Nov.16th. 
to avoid a clash with the proposed camp in the Grampians, and to take 
the place of the usual excursion following the monthly meeting on 
Nov. llth. 

(Noel - are you reading this in Casino, or where ever? ) 


In the proposed syllabus for 1982, there will only be one excursion 
per month (excluding Bird Observers Group and Mammal Survey Group), 
as opposed to the present two, (One for the main club and one for the 
Junior Field Naturalists Group). An excursion aimed specifically at 
beginners, of whatever age, will alternate with one which is not so 
aimed, 

The 1982 syllabus will include: 

(a) Speakers and subjects for club meetings. 

(b) Excursion locations, dates and leaders. 

(c) Major campouts. 


Glenise Moors will represent the club on the tour of the Whipstick by 
the Minister for Conservation on 30th July. 


It was suggested that a Nature Trail should be held at the new Salomons 
Gully Flora Reserve (better known to members as Boyd St.). The Lands 
Department is in the process of fencing the boundaries, and will be 
preparing walking trails. A Nature Trail would generate publicity and 
Make people aware of ,the new reserve. 


TR RUR ROk Rok okie ek 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP CAMPOUT 


DATE: Weekend 26 and 27 September. 
LOCATION: Spring Dam, between Inglewood and Mt. Kooyoora. 
ATTRACTIONS : Birds — 


Wildflowers (especially orchids) 
Mt. Kooyoora, Melville Caves. 


All members of the Club are most welcome, either to camp for the weekend 
or to come up for the day. 


The campout follows a talk to the B.O.G. on Friday September 4 by Mavis 
Needs and Margaret Watts, on the birds of the Inglewood area. 


Maps, showing how to reach the camp site will be available at the Club 
meeting on Wednesday September 9. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Correspondence P,0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn -_ Averys Rd.E'hawk 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St:Spring Gully 43 0521 
‘JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT. Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY ies ‘Tan MacBean 7 Beebe’ St.Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST.SECRETARY (ACTING) John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E"hawk 46 7132 
TREASURER Glenise Moers Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinsen 7 Weatherall. St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 

GROUP CONVENOR John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk- 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP Eo BES 

SECRETARY se Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254- 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP i 

SECRETARY John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.Ethawk 46 7132 


, , f, , Oy yh Bey 7, J 
A? to -<8 <6 tA ty ea He He te 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history, The subscription rates are: 
$6.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them.can have this service 
by paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. ©  - 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendiga, unless otherwise specified. 
Pull day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day éxcursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. : 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East. a 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except 
when the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, 
inwwhich case the M.S.G. meeting_is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pe in 
member's homes as. announced. si : 


wee eee meee eee meme mee mm reer ee 


NOMINATION FORM 
Name ° ° ° e e e e e e ° ° . 7 ° Addres Ss 7 e 2 e . J » s e e es ° e e ° * ° 
NOMI GLE cee aru sta’s igi raaisemes 


Seconded by o -Oehe Oh, On Ba @ * 6 
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DIARY 
MEETINGS 
August 12th. Mr. Geoff Sitch: "Propagation of Native Plants" t 
Mr, Roy Wheeler, "Birds of South Australia" 


(This double. presentation is due to the availability at 
short notice of Mr. Wheeler, who has stayed on in the district 
after giving a talk to the Bird Observers Group August meeting. ) 


September 9th.Annual Meeting and Presidents Address. 


Chris Bunn will speak on "Those magnificent birds and their £ 
flying machines" Mb 
* 
October 14th, Mr. Ken Hooper from Cohuna will show the Victorian Field and & 
Game Association's new film on the problems associated with 
river "improvement". It includes a segment on brolgas, 
November llth.Mr. Dale Gibbons: "Owls". 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun,Aug.16th, Half day excursion (NOTE CHANGE OF PLAN) to Spring Gully 
Reservoir Catchment Reserve, to see whether any significant 
changes to the vegetation have occurred since fencing of 
the catchment. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 2 pm. Leader: Tom Patullo. 
Sun.Sept.13th.Full “day excursion to Kamarooka Forest Park to see Swainsona 
precumbens and other wildflowers, and to Hunter to see the 
rare Swainsona plagiotropis. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10 am. Leaders: Peter Ellis & Leon Ruedin. 
Sun .Oct.25th* Full day excursion to Dalyenong, to see the delightful Spring 
wildflower display for which this area is noted. 
Leaders: Glen and Rob Moors 
* NOTE CHANGE OF DATE (The date previously advertised clashes 
with the W.V.F.N.C.A. campout at Donald) 
If there is sufficient interest, this could be a weekend 
excursion, using the C. of E. Cane at Stuart Mill, or ogee 
if this is not available, 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.Aug.20th. Meeting at Ian and Carol Fenselau's home at Buckland St., 
White Hills, at 8 pm. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri.Sept.4th. “Birds of Inglewcod", by Mavis Needs and Margaret Watts. 
Bird of the Night: Herons. 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 
Sun.Sept.6th. INSECTS: Mr. Boh Allen will introduce us to the insect 
world, and identify the ones we find in the bush. 
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